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perpendicularly from the water, and that there was no
anchorage, nor any bottom to be found a boat's length from
the ship. But this discovery, with its consequences, was,
by Drake, wisely concealed from the common sailors, lest
they should abandon themselves to despair, for which there
was indeed cause; there being no prospect left, but that
they must there sink with the ship, which must, undoubt-
edly, be soon dashed to pieces, or perish in attempting to
reach the shore in their boat, or be cut in pieces by bar-
barians, if they should arrive at land.

In the midst of this perplexity and distress, Drake
directed that the sacrament should be administered, and
his men fortified with all the consolation which religion
affords; then persuaded them to lighten the vessel, by
throwing into the sea part of their lading, which was cheer-
fully complied with, but without effect. At length, when
their hopes had forsaken them, and no new struggles could
be made, they were on a sudden relieved by a remission
of the wind, which, having hitherto blown strongly against
the side of the ship which lay towards the sea, held it up-
right against the rock; but when the blast slackened, being
then low water, the ship lying higher with that part which
rested on the rock than with the other, and being borne up
no longer by the wind, reeled into the deep water, to the
surprise and joy of Drake and his companions*

This was the greatest and most inextricable distress
which they had ever suffered, and made such an impression
upon their minds, that, for some time afterwards, they
durst not adventure to spread their sails, but went slowly
forward with the utmost circumspection.

They thus continued their course without any observable
occurrence, till, on the llth of March, they came to an
anchor, before the island of Java, and sending to the
king a present of cloth and silks, received from him, in
return, a large quantity of provisions; and, the day follow-
ing, Drake went himself on shore, and entertained the
king with hi& musick, and obtained leave to store his ship
with provisions.